Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.018; wR factor = 0.050; data-to-parameter ratio = 21.1.
Related literature
For the properties of transition metal complexes with multidentate Schiff base ligands, see: Mukherjee et al. (2004) ; Saha et al. (2003) . For Schiff base ligands derived from pyridine-2-carboxaldehyde and diamine acting as tridentate (NNN) ligands, see: Dalai et al. (2002) ; Mukherjee et al. (2001a,b) . For the synthesis, see: Choudhury et al. (2001) .
Experimental
Crystal data [CdCl 2 (C 11 (Mukherjee et al., 2004; Saha et al., 2003) . Literatures (Dalai et al., 2002; Mukherjee et al., 2001a,b) 
The tridentate Schiff base, N-(pyridin-2-yl-methylene)-3-dimethylaminopropylamine (C 11 H 17 N 3 ), were prepared by reflux of 0.5 mmol of 3-dimethylaminopropylamine and 0.5 mmol of pyridine-2-carboxaldehyde in 10 ml of ethanol for 30 min, according to the literature method (Choudhury, et al., 2001) . To 20 ml ethanolic and chloroformic solution (1:1) of the Schiff base (0.5 mmol), CdCl 2 .2.5H 2 O (0.5 mmol) in 5 ml water was added, with refluxing for 30 min. This mixture was cooled to room temperature and left to stand undisturbed. After 5 days colourless crystals (I) suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained.
Refinement
The methyl groups were allowed to rotate to fit the electron density [C-H = 0.96 Å and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C)]; the other H atoms were positioned geometrically [aromatic C-H aromatic 0.93 Å and aliphatic C-H = 0.97 Å, U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C)].
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), showing the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level.
Crystal data [Cd(C 11 Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none 
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